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XXIV.    THE Fi) HEXAGRAM.

Fft indicates that there will be free course and
progress (in what it denotes). (The subject of it)
finds no one to distress him in his exits and

too strong; but the fashion of political life passes away. If he wait,
a change for the better will shortly appear.

The lesser symbolism is chiefly that of a bed or couch with its
occupant. The idea of the hexagram requires this occupant to be
overthrown, or at least that an attempt be made to overthrow him.
Accordingly the attempt in line i is made by commencing with the
legs of the couch. The symbolism goes on to explain itself. The
object of the evil worker is the overthrow of all firm correctness.
Of course there will be evil.

Line 2 is to the same effect as i; only the foe has advanced
from the legs to the frame of the couch.

Line 3 also represents an overthrower; but it differs from the
others in being the correlate of 6. The subject of it will take part
with him. His association is with the subject of 6,, and not, as in
the other weak lines, with one of its own kind.

From .line 4 the danger is imminent. The couch has been
overthrown. The person of the occupant is at the mercy of the
destroyers.

With line 5 the symbolism changes. The subject of 5 is ' lord
of all the other weak lines,' and their subjects are at his disposal.
He and they are represented as fishes, following one another as if
strung together. All fishes come under the category of yin.
Then the symbolism changes again. The subject of 5, representing
and controlling all the yin lines, is loyal to the subject of the
yang sixth line. He is the rightful sovereign in his palace, and 5
leads all the others there to enjoy the sovereign's favours.

We have still different symbolism under line 6. Its strong
subject, notwithstanding the attempts against him, survives, and
acquires fresh vigour. The people again cherish their sovereign,
and the plotters have wrought to their own overthrow.